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There are many books on the history of chemistry, but few that provide a comprehensive
overview of the field up to the modern day. This book admirably fills that need. The work is
divided into four sections. The first three cover the development of chemistry through the end of
the 19th century, during the first half of the 20th century, and up to the present day. The latter
section is more than a fourth of the book, so recent developments are given extensive coverage.
A final section includes a discussion of the Nobel Prizes in chemistry and a look into the future of
the field. Each section concludes with a useful chronology of events during the period. The
translation of the original Japanese text is very readable, and the coverage seems quite
comprehensive. The author has included numerous brief biographical sketches of the various
scientists, and major discoveries appear as sidebars. As might be expected, the author has
included more material about developments in Japan than might be found in a treatment by a
Western author, but this is a plus rather than a minus. Overall, this is an excellent book and is

strongly recommended.

--H. E. Pence, SUNY College at Oneonta

NG eY

-
Kyoto University Press REBRFHBESYOLE—
The following review appeared in the
March 2017 issue of CHOICE. The SRR OKE T, REBHFFICR-
review is for your internal use only. TEL £,
Please review our Permission and
Reprints Guidelines or email A B bS] BEEERZ AR L Tz
permissions@ala-choice.org. 72N TPP & S B > oD T 28, [[ZE
23 K [E X 2 fE = 64T O FFFES “Choice” O
Science & Technology 2017 Outstanding Academic Title (OAT) list > —
Chemistry fitiz. 51T top favorite 25 titles  [ZE&IZH
D LT,
obit 6000 4 A N AD NG T O R %

MARC =

Noboru, Hirota. A history of modern chemistry. Z¢&
Trans Pacific Press/Kyoto University Press, 2016. E
788p bibl indexes afp ISBN 9781920901141, L7
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T, 1 HIZR>TIHERDPA—T 12720
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rather than a minus. Overall, this is an excellent ifﬁb\ ERLEFLC A—vENTELEL

book and is strongly recommended.

--H. E. Pence, SUNY College at Oneonta
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Summing Up: Highly recommended.
Lower-division undergraduates and above;
faculty and professionals.
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